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Military vs. Education: Expenditures and Priorities
By 2015 in low and middle income countries, 100 million children, or 1 in 6,
1
will not have completed primary school.
Half of children who are out-of-school are from countries that have been
affected by conflict, and girls are one of the largest marginalized groups in
2
these countries with more than half of the female population out-of-school .
Unlike military expenditures and arms legal exports and imports, federal
education expenditures are widely undisclosed.

Girls should feel safe in their
communities on their commutes to school
and in their classrooms. Often times girls are
subjected to sexual harassment and assault
in both of these settings preventing them
from accessing a quality education.
The pervasiveness of these crimes can
prevent girls from attending school regularly
or attending school at all, and these crimes
contribute to the dropout rate, minimizing
the time girls spend in school and inhibit
access to higher levels of education.

In times immediately before, during, and after conflict, state institutions are at their weakest and priorities shift, diverting funding and
resources from basic needs to military and defense budgets; this particularly affects education. A breakdown in state structures, often
8
times internal security, establishes unsafe conditions for women and girls often preventing girls from traveling to school.
In 2008, it was estimated that 28 million children were out of school in countries affected by conflict, which represented 48% of the total
out-of-school population, and conflict countries suffered a more severe education gender disparity than average, particularly in secondary
9
education.
Citizen casualties have increasingly outnumbered combatant casualties in conflict countries. Women and girls are raped as a mechanism
of war. For example, in the Democratic Republic of the Congo:
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Resources

1



Small Arms Survey compiles information about the weapons market, armed violence, and security and can be found here:
http://www.smallarmssurvey.org/home.html.



The United Nations’ Program of Action (PoA) contains yearly country specific data and legislation on small arms and the
country’s effort to reduce the presence of illegal small arms. The Country Profiles of Small Arms can be found here:
http://www.poa-iss.org/Poa13/CountryProfiles/CountryProfiles.aspx.



The Stockholm International Peace Research Institute (SIPRI) monitors national military expenditures as well as arms
production and the financial benefit of arms found here:
http://www.sipri.org/research/armaments/transfers/measuring/financial_values.



Education For All, a UNESCO program, issues a yearly global monitoring report focusing on barriers to achieving universal
education globally. The 2015 report can be found here: http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0023/002325/232565e.pdf.



In 2011, the Education for All Global Monitoring report focused specifically on the relationship between Armed conflict and
Education. The report may be found here: http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0019/001907/190743e.pdf.



Education For All compiles data on education inequality on a data base called World Equality Education Database on
Education (WIDE). This database can be used to compare education inequality by country and by examining various economic
and social cleavages within countries. WIDE can be found here: http://www.education-inequalities.org/.



The World Bank compiles education data in a forum called EdStats: Education Statistics . This forum collected data from 1970
for over 200 countries and tracks over 2000 indicators to study education inequality. EdStats can be found here:
http://datatopics.worldbank.org/education/wDataQuery/QFull.aspx.



The UCDP/PRIO Armed Conflict Database contains data on armed conflict paying particular focus on the intensity, region,
and type. It can be found here: https://www.prio.org/Data/Armed-Conflict/UCDP-PRIO/.



UNESCO’s Institute for Statistics conducts far-reaching surveys to compile World Education Indicators (WEI) to measure
education data like out-of-school children, learning outcomes, and education finance, globally.



Humanium is a children’s rights organization that highlights specific rights of children, both globally and in specific countries.
One such right is the Right to Education which is explored here: http://www.humanium.org/en/world/right-to-education/.



Protecting Education from Attack in 2010 recognized the danger schools and universities are subjected to during armed
conflict. Their work can be found here: http://protectingeducation.org/.
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