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THEMATIC PRIORITY AREAS

Domestic Violence and the Proliferation of Small Arms
 The agreed conclusions of the CSW57 on the theme of ending violence and discrimination against women and

girls acknowledge the relationship between the “illicit use of, and illicit trade in, small arms and light weapons
and aggravated violence against women and girls.”1
 In April 2013, governments adopted the first ever Arms Trade Treaty meant to prohibit the sale of arms if there
is risk that weapons may be used to commit human rights violations or violations of international humanitarian
law and is the first treaty that recognizes the link between gender-based violence and the international arms
trade.’2
 Having a gun in the house increases the risk of someone in the home being murdered by 41%, but for women
in particular, the risk is nearly tripled with an increase of 272%.3
 In South Africa, a recent study says the murder rate for women older than 14 has decreased, but murder of
women by intimate partners, including husband, boyfriend, same-sex partner, or rejected lover has not declined
in any substantial way. The study cites murder at the hands of intimate partners in South Africa to be 8.8 per
100 000 women in 1999 compared to 5.6 in 2009.4

Violence Perpetrated by State Actors
 In Darfur, women and girls live under the constant threat of rape by Sudanese government soldiers, members of

the Government-backed Janjaweed militia, rebels, ex-rebels.5
 Since 2011, during various anti-government protests in Egypt, women have been sexually assaulted by those in
the military or other men protestors with little effort on the part of the government to protect them or punish
perpetrators.6
 Heightened militarization and the celebration of cultures of militarism continue to impede gender and social
equality, and paint the use of the violence as legitimate sources of power in our societies.7
 According to SIPRI, global military expenditures are over 1.7 trillion USD, where rapid growth in military
expenditure has been in North Africa. The United States military expenditure accounts for 41%, followed by
China with 8.2 %, Russia with 4.1 %, and UK and France with 3.6 % each.8

Sexual Violence During & After Conflict
 In South Kivu, it is estimated that 40 women are raped in the region every day.9
 Rape has become rampant in the ongoing conflict in Syria, especially against women. It is unclear what the exact





number of rape victims are in the country, and accounts are not easily verifiable due to the ongoing violence.10
Statistics by the UN show that 1,700 women were raped in Somalia in 2012, but Zainab Hawa Bangura, the UN
special representative on sexual violence in conflict calls it a “gross underestimate” due to low rates of reporting
on sexual violence and the reported numbers in Somalia do not account for areas controlled by al Shabaab.11
Human Rights Watch has reported that men in uniform, including those affiliated with government forces and
government allied militias have been responsible for “a significant number of rapes of internally displaced women
and girls since July 2011”12
In Liberia, a government survey in 10 counties in 2005-2006 showed that 92% of the 1,600 women interviewed
had experienced sexual violence, including rape.13
A woman in the Jalozai refugee camp in Pakistan reported being forced by a security officer into exchange of
sexual services in order to obtain basic food supplies at the camp.14
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